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mEN DON’T LIKE girls who borrow their 

hankerchief and smudge them with lipstick. 
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Who needs a book of etiquette? 

ABOUT the exhibition

Everyone does.

Even the most sophisticated 
woman used to a great variety of 
social demands cannot possibly hope 
to remember every single aspect 
of etiquette applying to even one 
possible social contingency. 

Fortunately, for us, there are 
rules to help us aspire to become
the most proper, socially 
acceptable versions of ourselves.

2 4

HOW  to ACT  on the FIRST DATE

DON’T BE SENTIMENTAL
1 .

or try to get him to say 
something he doesn’t want 
to by working on his 
emotions. Men don’t like
tears, especially in public 
places

2.

5

MEN DON’T LIKE GIRLS

who borrow
their hankerchiefs
and smudge them 
with lipstick. 

DON’T
USE
THE
CAR
MIRROR

to fix your makeup. 

Man needs it in driving, and it
annoys him very much to have to turn 
around to see what’s behind him.

Put your

not

where he

makeup on
in

privacy.

sees you

3 . 4 .

talking to other men. 

The last straw is to pass out
from too much liquor. 
Chances are your date will 
never call you again!

DON’T BE

CON
SPIC

UOUS
WHAT  to DO  when you get ENGAGED

THE RELEASE DATE
1 .

When an engagement is of suffi-
cient news importance, it is best 
to decide on a date you would 
like to see it appear in all your 
city’s papers.

2.

If an engagement is between 
very prominent people the 
engagement announcement 
may carry all the family 
information about the couple. 

ENGAGE
MENT

ANNOUNCE
MENT

BEHAVIOR DURING engagements
3 .

If young people didn’t want
to make love most of the 
time during the period of 
their engagement,

 it wouldn’t seem normal.

the Everyone around them 
is conscious of how they feel 
and, up to a certain point, 

ecstasy.

touched

by their 

However,                             

good manners always dictate that men 
and women be restrained about 
public demonstrations of their physical
feeling toward one another.
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OUR   PERSPECTIVE  OF 
WHAT  IS  "PROPER" HAS  
CHANGED.

Once upon a time, we were 
citizens of of a small community.
We answered to neighbors 
and family. We cherished rules and 
the formalities of a civil exchange. 

And then, things changed. 

We grew in population. We developed 
technologically. We created different 
rules of interaction for ourselves. And 
just like that, society advanced — or did 
it backtrack?
 
This exhibition combines insight to 
proper etiquette in the 1950’s with 
modern day terms and definitions of
today’s predominately “rule-less” 
culture.

FIRST  DATE...?
WHAT  THE  HELL
 IS  A  'FIRST  DATE?'

“THE FIRST DATE IS A 
MAJOR MOMENT IN 
ONE’S LIFE,  AND IT IS  
important tHAT IT 
IS takeN seriously. 

“

4

What to do on a first date
First and foremost, a lady should 
not be sentimental.

She should not try and get the 
man to say something he doesn’t 
want to by working on his 
emotions. Men don’t like tears, 
especially in public places. 

the first datethe first date the first date the engagement the engagement the engagement the engagement the engagement

'I'M  ENGAGED!'
(AGAIN)

dating (v) :
(via  urbandictionary.com)

A socially acceptable form 
of prostitiution.

Of a couple, to be in the early 
stages of a relationship where 
they go out on dates to find out 
what each other is like, as a 
prelude to actually being a fully 
fledged couple. 

A form of prostitution in which 
sex is paid for in installments 
rather than all at once.

A pointless waste of time... 
defined by massive usage of 
cologne and/or perfume, awkward 
sweaty hand-holding, and feelings 
of puppy love that usually dissolve 

Fifty  years  ago,

we referred to books of etiquette to 
help us understand the do’s and dont’s 
of a first date. These rules informed 
our actions, our dress, and what to 
expect in almost any social encounter.

Now-a-days, the internet has become 
our primary source for sharing and 
acquiring the rules we so desperately 
sought to follow fifty years ago; it’s an 
explicit information bank of implied 
social guidelines for the present day 
generation. 

And so, the meaning behind the 
infamous “first date” has changed,
and it has changed considerably.

8

I  SPENT  $30 FOR  A  MOVIE,  BEFORE  THE 
FIRST  BASE.  A  $50  FOR  LUNCH,  FOR  THE 
SECOND  BASE,  AND  A $ 70  ON  A 
ROMANTIC  DINNER  BEFORE  WE  CUT  TO 
THE  CHASE.

7

“ the first date

A lady should not be familiar
with her escort by caressing him 
in public.

Any open a�ection is in 
bad taste; it usually embarasses
him or humiliates him.

Men DESERVE, 
DESIRE, 

YOUR 
ENTIRE 

ATTENTION. 

“

It  starts  with 
The  ring. 

Oh, the engagement. Often referred 
to as the “First Ceremony of Life” 
by etiquette-enthusiasts of the 50’s, 
the engagement period is commonly
a busy time packed with emotion, 
anticipation, and excessive 
planning. However, oftentimes 
the most exciting part of the 
engagement is the proposal itself. PART I OF THE

CEREMONIES OF “
LIFE 

 

““

TAB LE   o f  C O NTENTS

Introduction                  

How to Act on the First Date                  

What to Do When You Get Engaged  

Proper Wedding Day Behavior     

Happily Ever After    
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